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Instructive Booklets 


In addition to the MessacE you should 
by all means read the following booklets. 
Each booklet is a complete subject of itself. 
The Bible is made understandable and in- 
teresting to study. 


HISTORY or tHe MEGIDDO MISSION 
Tur COMING or JESUS anv ELIJAH 
WHAT MUST WE DO TO BE SAVED? 
THE KINGDOM OF GOD 
THE GREAT APOSTASY 
AFTER DEATH, WHAT? 
HELL AND THE DEVIL 
SPIRITUAL CREATION 
THE HOLY SPIRIT 
THE SABBATH 
TRINITY 


Single copies .20 
History 40 
Complete set ... $225 


READY 
SUMMER ISSUE 


Children’s Doings 
A Magazine by Children for Children 
Subscription one year (4 issues) $1.00 
Price per single issue 25 cents 
It’s Clever, Entertaining, Instructive! 


Stories for Children 


A collection of over 40 short stories and 
poems under one cover. 

On the front cover can be seen two chil- 
dren at crossroads. They have turned their 
faces back on the path that leads to Death 
and have chosen as their destination, Life 
and happiness. 

This picture illustrates the purpose of 
the book. Through the medium of simple 
stories with their obvious moral lessons it 
endeavors to influence the child, beset by 
many base attractions, to choose the right 
course. 


88 pages 35 cents postpaid 


For Your 
CONVENIENCE 
and 
INFORMATION 


The Kingdom of God 


Pocket-size edition 


To the King—Jesus—the subject was 
vital: 


@ The “Kingdom of God’ occurs 
over 100 times in the four Gospels 


@ Jesus taught His disciples to pray 
for the Kingdom to come 


@ He preached the Kingdom mes- 
sage throughout every city and 
village 


To Christians today the subject is 
equally as vital: 


e They are pressing into it 
@ They are proselyting for it 
@ They are prevailing because of it 


What are you doing for the Kingdom 
cause? 


This book will help you inform 
your friends, neighbors, relatives 


@ When the Kingdom will come 
© How it will come 


@ Who can participate 


One copy 10 
One dozen copies 1.00 
100 copies 5.00 





Peace and Healing 


Dear : 

Your good letter was just filled with spir- 
itual food and encouragement. Here where 
I live all is darkness and unhappiness. I am so 
grateful for the Message and Bible School 
Lessons. It is wonderful to trust in the Word 
of the Lord as my guide. There is no other 
hope that can save, but the hope that is in 
the Lord Jesus Christ. My wish is that the 
Lord come very soon. 

It is a comfort and joy to practice the true 
religion, and worship the Lord in spirit and 
in Truth. 

The Word of God brings me peace and heal- 
ing. May the day come for God to send His 
Son, and our King in the clouds and receive 
us. Amen. 

Vancouver, B. C. Can. Miss E. G. 


Blessing 


Dear Christian Brother: 

I enjoy reading your religious magazine. 
The help, information and inspiration I get 
are great blessings. 

Bessemer, Ala. BR. is 


The Radiance of Truth 


Dear Maranatha Sister: 

Yes the times have changed drastically, 
the people are no longer content just to sit 
down and relax after a day’s work on the 
premises of their own homes. They must 
travel miles and miles to get whatever they 
may be looking for and then at the end of 
it all, they still haven’t found it. Many times 
there is more to behold in your own backyard 
with a little imagination than there ever is 
in a crowded beach or in a stuffy theatre. 

But we are not of that class or we shouldn’t 
be, To us a bit of grass, a handful of flowers 
and some shrubs, illuminated by the radiant 
sunshine can transform the whole atmosphere 
into a place of beauty and contentment. Why? 
because the truth in us, “the hope of glory” 
gives us that happy satisfying feeling. We 
know we are serving God and someday if 
worthy the whole world will belong to the 
saints and we shall if found worthy, forever 
bask in the glorious transformation of a world 
made over new. 

In the meanwhile the task with self must 
be uppermost for there is nothing so laborious 
and demanding as the task of keeping that 
old man down in every instance that comes 
up in the day or week. How irksome and 
unexpected these trying moments can be and 
sad to say more than once we are not pre- 
pared to take them calmly as ye should. Natu- 
rally we are all quite impulsive, more or less 
and can “fly off the handle,” as the saying 
goes, pretty fast when disturbed. Here is 
something we must watch and watch most 
diligently for no matter how small a sin if 
not erased from our time sheet before we 
enter the Judgment Hall we shall never pass 
through into the City of eternal rest. 

Thank you for your words of admonition. 

South Amboy, N. J. L. M. K. 
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David and Goliath 


sighted analyst of human nature, we borrow a 
graphic sketch to initiate our topic. 

“Jesse, the Bethlehemite, the father of David, and the 
far-off father of Jesus Christ, was the son of Obed; who, 
again, was the son of Boaz and Ruth. Jesse’s was an 
illustrious ancestry. He was the tenth in direct descent 
from his father Jacob, and more than one shining name 
illumined the scroll of his forebears. But it is not his so 
illustrious past; it is the surpassing splendour of his 
future that makes us look with so much interest on 
David’s father. We are not told as much about Jesse as 
we might like. He is already an old man when we first 
see him. And it is somewhat remarkable that we are told 
nothing at all about David’s mother. The more so, that 
there would seem to have been nothing about Jesse to 
lead us on to think of him as either transmitting the 
extraordinary ability of his youngest son, or as dis- 
covering or fostering his youngest son’s extraordinary 
gifts and character. Jesse’s sole interest to us is in this: 
that he had David among his sons. We bow before the 
old Bethlehemite because of the branch that grew out 
of his roots. 


F set A Nineteenth-century author who was a keen- 


Latest born of Jesse’s race, 
Wonder lights thy bashful face, 
While the Prophet’s gifted oil 
Seals thee for a path of toil. 


Twofold praise thou shalt attain, 

In royal court and battle-plain, 

Then comes heartache, care, distress, 
Blighted hope, and loneliness; 
Wounds from friend and gifts from foe, 
Dizzied faith, and guilt, and woe; 
Loftiest aims by earth defiled, 
Gleams of wisdom sin-beguiled, 
Sated power’s tyrannic mood, 
Counsels shared by men of blood, 
Sad success, parental tears, 

And a dreary gift of years. 


“The Lord had said to Samuel, Fill thine horn with oil, 
and go; I will send thee to Jesse the Bethlehemite; for I 
have provided Me a king among his sons. God sees not 
as man sees, and He works not as man works. In pro- 
viding Him a king, God worked in a way strange and 
unlikely to our eyes. We would not have committed our 
coming king to Jesse to bring up. 

“It was a strange school for a future king—the lonely 
sheepfolds of Bethlehem. So we think who look at the 
outward appearance. David was forgotten and apparently 
neglected by his father; he was scoffed at and trampled 
upon by his brothers; but you cannot sour, or starve, or 
poison, or pervert a nature like David’s. 

“There is a well-spring of piety and of poetry in David 
that makes him independent of adverse circumstances. 
Nay, he takes prosperity out of adversity. That ruddy 
stripling has his harp and his sling and his father’s sheep, 
and what more does he need to make him happy? He 
has the glorious traditions of his far-off father Israel to 
dream about. Isaac, and Jacob, and Joseph, and Moses, 
and Joshua, and Jephthah, and Samuel: his poet’s eye 


doth glance from the one to the other till they are all 
with him, as he folds his flock under the stars of Beth- 
lehem.” 

The author now quotes from another analyst: 

“Now, as they were going along and talking, they 
espied a boy feeding his father’s sheep. The boy was 
in very mean clothes, but of very fresh and well-favoured 
countenance, and as he sat by himself he sang. Then 
said their guide, Do you know him? I will dare to say 
that this boy lives a merrier life, and wears more of 
that herb called heart’s-ease in his bosom than he that 
is clad in silk and velvet. So they hearkened, and he 
sang :— 


‘The Lord’s my Shepherd, I’ll not want, 
He makes me down to lie 

In pastures green; He leadeth me 
The quiet waters by.’ 


“And, again, ‘When I consider the heavens, the work 
of Thy fingers, the moon, and the stars, which Thou 
hast ordained; what is man, that Thou are mindful of 
him? and the son of man, that Thou visitest him?’ And, 
again, this: ‘Day unto day uttereth speech, and night 
unto night showeth knowledge. There is no speech nor 
language where their voice is not heard.’ ” No; that was 
not an erroneous school for David. All his days the 
remembrance of those days was dear to him. A draught 
of the water of the well of Bethlehem, even to old age, 
would make King David free, and young, and himself 
again. 

“ ‘And Saul’s servants said to him, Behold now, an evil 
spirit from God troubleth thee. Let our Lord seek out a 
man who is a cunning player on an harp: and it shall 
come to pass, when the evil spirit is upon thee, that he 
shall play with his hand, and thou shalt be well. Behold, 
answered one of Saul’s servants, I have seen a son of 
Jesse the Bethlehemite that is cunning in playing, and a 
mighty, valiant man, and a man of war, and prudent in 
matters, and a comely person, and the Lord is with him. 
Wherefore Saul sent messengers to Jesse, and said, Send 
me David thy son, which is with the sheep. And it came 
to pass when the evil spirit was upon Saul, that David 
took an harp, and played with his hand. So Saul was 
refreshed and was well, and the evil spirit departed 
from him.’ ” 


David's Inborn Thoroughness 


“There is an inborn temper of masterfulness in David. 
David never does anything by halves. Whatever he puts 
his hand to, you may depend upon it, he will carry that 
through. Energy, decision, resolution, devotion, finish, 
scorn of idleness, scorn of ease, love of labour, love of 
danger—you will always find virtues like these in young 
David. Saul’s servants had all heard of David. David’s 
harp had sounded farther than David ever dreamed. 
“Plenty of shepherd boys had a harp, but there was no 
man in all Israel who could make his harp play and work 
cures of the mind like David. Here was a man of strong 
passion, good and bad: but no passion in David’s heart 
was stronger than the noble passion to do with all his 
might whatsoever his hand found to do. Harp, or sling, 
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or sword, or sceptre, or psalmist’s pen—it was all the 
same. He was a cunning man, and the Lord was with 
David. It would soon change the face of the world if all 
our young men would but determine to put on David’s 
masterful mind. How much power is wasted; how many 
talents are let rot; how many opportunities are lost for- 
ever for want of David’s eager, onward, hopeful, master- 
ful mind. How few men come to anything eminent, or 
distinguished, or praiseworthy. 

“Jesse’s son was not the only son in Israel who had 
an ear for music. But he was the only owner of an ear 
for music who did his very best by his ear, All the men in 
Saul’s camp had the best-made slings hung at their belts, 
but it was the homeliest piece of skin and cord in all 
Israel that delivered the smooth stone into Goliath’s fore- 
head. How much half-finished work is gathering dust 
in all our houses! How many books, bought or borrowed, 
are let fall out of sight unread! How many costly instru- 
ments of music that nobody can play! How many lan- 
guages smattered over! but how few of our children can 
translate a page to perfection, or polish a sentence, or 
play a tune, or patch a garment, or prepare or eat a meal 
so that you can say, The Lord is with them! In His name, 
what your hand finds to do, do it with all your might to 
Him who slumbers not, nor sleeps. Whether it is learning 
a language, or preparing a speech, or singing a song, or 
composing a sermon or a prayer, or visiting a shut-in, 
or teaching and training up a class, or ploughing a fur- 
row, or sweeping a house, lay it not down till you can 
say, It is finished.” 


David’s Wise Behavior 


“The eighteenth chapter of First Samuel contains some 
of the most difficult and dangerous passages in David’s 
whole life, and four times in the single chapter David’s 
wisdom is remarked on. David, we read, went out whither- 
soever Saul sent him, and behaved himself wisely. After 
the foolish women had aroused Saul’s envy and endan- 
gered David’s life with their thoughtless songs and silly 
dances, we read again that David behaved himself wisely 
in all his ways. Wherefore, when Saul saw that David 
behaved himself very wisely, Saul was afraid of David. 
And then, summing up David’s residence at Saul’s difficult 
and dangerous court, the sacred writer says that David 
behaved himself more wisely than all the servants of 
Saul; so that his name was much set by. I feel certain 
that the extravagant and ill-considered songs of the 
excited women pained David far more deeply than they 
pained Saul. Their coarse chants must have grated pain- 
fully on David’s finely-strung heart. Their singing and 
dancing drove Saul mad. But all that—the women’s folly 
and the king’s jealousy—only made David a wiser and 
wiser man every new day.” 

Now let us examine David’s attitude toward life during 
the years following his anointing by Samuel, and take 
a personal lesson from it. 


David Recalls, Reasons, and Reflects 


“Samuel came one day into our village. All the people 
wondered what had brought him to such a humble place. 
And as we wondered, fearing to ask him, lest he take 
offense, he called my father to his side. ‘Jesse,’ he said, 
‘How many sons hast thou?’ My father answered him, 
and he brought my seven brothers before him. The holy 


prophet looked upon them all, and shook his head. ‘Hast 
thou no other son?’ he asked. Then I was brought in 
from herding the sheep, and he did lay his holy hands 
upon my head, pouring the anointing oil upon my head. 
He then blessed me and departed, and I have never seen 
him since. 

“If I am destined to fill some important place in God’s 
scheme of things why has Samuel kept silence for all 
these years, saying nought to me of this? From that 
day even unto this, to him I am a stranger, and he sees 
me not, and day by day I sit and watch the sheep. And 
soon, before many years shall pass, I will be growing old. 
But I know that great tasks come to those that seek them, 
or to them that wait with patience. But how long must 
I have patience? I know that men must prepare for deeds 
of greatness. Can it be that this is my preparation? Is 
this the training of a chief or a king? 

“It is true that I have some skill upon the harp, and I 
have developed marksmanship so that with sling and 
stone I ean strike a target no larger than a man’s hand. 
But these are things that any man can do. I have killed 
both a lion and a bear that came to attack my father’s 
sheep. 

“T have been called to play before King Saul. But to 
what end? One day I am his favorite and his armor- 
bearer, the next he has forgotten that I live. A week, 
perhaps, I spend at court, until the sickness of his mind 
is eased, and then back to the sheep, and when I come 
again I am a stranger. Is this opportunity? More like a 
jester or a slave, am I. 

“Oh, that I had more faith that this my life is not a 
wasted thing. Perchance this is my test, to live through 
what seems to me as fruitless days. To conquer my 
despair, to be master of my own soul! To do my daily 
task, and wait in patience, That shall I do! If this be my 
task, I will try to do it well. Men before me have waited 
in patience, and their patience has been rewarded. When 
God has work for a man, His hand cannot be hurried or 
delayed. 

“There was Joseph. How hopeless his days and nights 
in prison must have been, and dull—far worse than I 
have ever known. Yet a day came when God found for 
him his place. He became chief ruler of Egypt, though 
he sought it not. In one brief hour the slave became a 
prince. And there was Moses, our great lawgiver. Like me, 
he kept the sheep day after day, night after night—on 
the desert and in the hills, when one day, suddenly, and 
without warning, came the voice of God, and all his 
earthly life was changed. Eighty long years he waited 
for his call. Yet in those years he had so mastered him- 
self that when God appointed him his work, he was ready. 
Am I thus preparing myself?” 

But what is the lesson for us? 


David’s Lesson for Us 


It has been truly said, It is not so much that men 
change, as that times and circumstances change. Human 
nature, human problems, remain very much the same 
from generation to generation, and from century to 
century, and the problems of David’s day, and his per- 
sonal life, can well be in some measure our own. 

It is true that we are all ordinary people, common by 
birth and natural endowments, but with the advantages 
we enjoy we need not remain common; in fact, it is fatal 
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to our eternal welfare to do so. The thing that sets us 
apart from the world is that we desire and have been 
called to something higher than the commonplace. 
Advancement of any kind requires pressure, which his- 
tory has shown to have been provided throughout the 
ages by a few leaders of thought and action, the inert 
masses being pushed and dragged reluctantly along the 
road of progress. It is difficult to live above the mob, to 
be different; so easy to be ordinary, to have our standards 
of thought and conduct prescribed for us by our neigh- 
bors, to choose the line of least resistence. All of which 
means that it is very easy to forget God. 

We do not forget Him in times of stress or persecution 
or peril or crisis. While these things may winnow out 
the lightest of the chaff, they also bring out the best 
qualities of our nature. But when the days go by in seem- 
ingly endless succession, with nothing of the heroic, the 
tragic, or unusual; these are the dangerous days. Oh, 
the pull of the ordinary! Our living faith so easily 
becomes a lifeless, mechanical, habitual thing; our lips 
repeat memorized phrases while our thoughts may be 
elsewhere. The spirit droops for lack of sustenance, while 
the cares of this life crowd in amain. What shall we eat? 
What shall we drink? Wherewith shall we be clothed? 
come to occupy the first place in our cumbered lives; 
that which should be a tool, a means to an end, uncon- 
sciously becomes an end in itself. 

When we reach this point, we are back at the bottom, 
a part of the great ordinary, supine, contented mass, 
living only for the present; and the voice which is ever 
ready, even in better times, to whisper, “my Lord delayeth 
his coming,” grows louder and bolder until it drowns out 
the sublime tones of the Voice which cries over the years, 
“For yet a little while and he that shall come will come 
and will not tarry.” 


What a Day May Bring Forth 


Ordinary days may end as eventful and significant 
days. “Thou knowest not what a day may bring forth,” 
said the inspired writer. We are expecting great and 
wonderful things to take place on this earth, in our day 
and age. We have seen through a glass, darkly; it may 
be we have tried to hurry the hand of God. The story, 
it may be, has grown old; the days seem dull and tame 
and ordinary. As a matter of fact they are not; they are 
laden with significance and evidence of the working of 
the plan of God, if we but open our eyes. And some day— 
such a day as this—the change will come: so suddenly, 
so simply, so naturally will it come, that we will wonder 
that we ever doubted. But it will also be so final. When 
faith changes to sight, that very second it will be “TI did,” 
or “I wish I had.” 

Brethren, we have knowledge; we have had much time. 
What have we done with it? Let us take a fresh start; 
Let us say, “I will do the things I know I ought to do; 
not tomorrow, but today.” Now is the accepted time, now 
is the time for action. The time past should suffice us for 
tongue-talk and good intentions; tomorrow may never 
come for us; what we do, let us do quickly. Let us not 
permit the dead weight of the commonplace to act as a drag 
on our feet in this narrow way, especially at this time 
when speed is so very important. Let us view each event 
of each day in a new light, as a challenge, a test of our 
spirituality and progress, and by this new perception live 
fully, abundantly. The Bridegroom tarries, the day of 


small things still drags on, but the great new day is just 
about to burst in upon us. 


What a Day Brought Forth for David 


Returning to David, his time for advancement was 
nearer than he thought. The next morning found him on 
the way with food and cheer for his three brothers, Eliab, 
Shammah and Abinadab, who were fighting with the 
armies of Israel against the Philistines in the valley of 
Elah. It was there the opportunity for his noteworthy 
act, the slaying of Goliath, awaited him. 

When David arrived at the camp of the army he learned 
immediately of the menacing challenge of Goliath, the 
uncircumcised Philistine giant, to any member of the 
armies of Israel who would come out and fight with him. 
The day of David’s arrival was the forty-first day the 
giant had repeated his challenge. But David refused to be 
frightened. He could not escape the conviction that the 
Lord would help them to do something about it if they 
would show courage and determination on their part, and 
immediately offered to take on the giant, himself. Then 
followed David’s encounter with his elder brother, Eliab, 
(I Sam, 17: 28). 

Eliab had little effect on David. He left him where he 
found him puffing away in his tent. Goliath was of more 
interest to him. He was a foe to be met and silenced. Who 
was this Goliath anyway? 


Goliath an Example of Gross Overconfidence 


Goliath was a handicapped child, although he did not 
know it nor would he have believed it. Due to some glandu- 
lar over-activity, he was extremely large for his age. He 
was not very bright, but he did not mind that so much, 
for he was so big and strong that all the other boys in 
Gath were afraid of him and would run when they saw 
him coming, and Goliath liked that. Being so big and 
strong, he did not have to be careful about what he said 
and did, and he liked that, too. Naturally he grew up to 
be a very careless youth, and not very popular. 

In time he joined the army, where his great strength 
made him useful if not popular. He did not have to be 
careful about respecting and obeying his officers, as he 
was bigger than any of them, and might was right with 
him. Eventually they solved this problem by making him 
an officer, so he could swagger and domineer to his heart’s 
content. His commission also entitled him to the services 
of an armor-bearer to carry his shield when he was not 
using it. Now as a young recruit, he had been taught to 
be careful and cautious in his dangerous profession, and 
never to underestimate his adversary, who might always 
be expected to do the unexpected thing. He was also 
taught that a shield was a very handy thing to have 
close at hand when needed, as many a life had been saved 
by its use. But it was something of a nuisance a good 
deal of the time, and Goliath was glad to let some one 
else carry it. Besides, he was so big that every one ran 
from him, so he did not need to be so careful. He simply 
could not lose. 

Came the day his division was engaged in a casual war 
with the neighboring Hebrews. This gave Goliath a 
chance to show off, which he liked to do. Every morning 
and every evening he had stood boldly out in front of the 
armies and challenged anyone to fight a duel with him, 
the outcome to decide the war. He felt safe in making this 
offer, and so did his fellow Philistines, for they, too, had 
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an idea that the great Goliath could not lose. No one 
accepted, and whenever he advanced, the Hebrews ran 
away, and Goliath liked that. 

So it went for forty days, but on the forty-first morn- 
ing he was surprised to see a man leave the Israelite 
trench and advance to meet him. As he drew nearer, the 
giant was still more astonished and somewhat annoyed 
to see that it was not even a soldier, but a youth in the 
garb of a shepherd. No armor, no sword, no spear, no 
bow, no shield—only a staff in his left hand. Well, there 
was something in his right hand—a piece of string or 
something, but Goliath’s vanity was touched and he paid 
no attention to it. It was beneath his dignity, but he 
would show this upstart. He would take the fellow’s staff 
away from him and thrash him with it in the sight of 
both armies before cutting him down with a single blow. 
This was not going to be a battle at all. He had it all 
figured out; no chance to lose. 

He began to shout big and insulting words and took a 
few menacing steps, but the newcomer, strange to say, 
did not run, Goliath did not like that. Two rods away, his 
armor-bearer leaned on his mighty shield, listless and 
bored. Eighty-cne times was almost too much to have to 
listen to this sort of thing: he only wished he were back 
home, away from it all. Only when David took a stand 
and began to whirl his deadly sling did the giant’s dim 
wits grasp the pressing need of his shield, and by that 
time it was too late. The rest is familiar history. 


Goliath’s Lesson for Us 


Many a spiritual lesson could be derived from an 
analysis of this famous incident, treating it both as a 
historical event and as a parable. But the one which we 
are considering is the danger of underestimating the 
enemy. Overconfidence and complacency have ruined 
many a man and many a nation. It is said that a good 
big man always wins over a good little man; but history 
attests that factors other than size are involved. The big 
man, with the best of advantages and the best of equip- 
ment, may be so careless as to think he cannot lose. 

Every day of our lives as professed followers of Christ 
we fight a duel. The adversary is self, the most dangerous 
man in the world. In spite of this well-known fact, we 
invariably and persistently underestimate him. Because 
we think we know him thoroughly, we regard him lightly, 
which proves that we do not know him at all, for to 
know him is to live in deadly fear of his wiles. We could 
lose this war. The ancient Greeks had a proverb, “Know 
thyself.” Knowledge of self is the starting-point of self- 
mastery, and there is no other. We will make no headway 
against an unseen and unknown adversary. St. Paul had 
searched his own heart and honestly faced what he 
found therein, and was doing something about it when he 
wrote, “I do not plant my blows upon the empty air—no, 
I maul and master my body, in case, after preaching to 
other people, I am disqualified myself” (I Cor. 9: 27, 
Moffatt’s translation). He was getting somewhere, 
because he knew what he was fighting against. What 
had he learned about himself in this examination? “For 
I know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good 
thing” (Rom. 7: 18). Seeing the enemy, he hit hard; and 
while smiting with the sword of the spirit, he always 
carried his own shield. 


By God’s Grace or Mercy 


If any man has the faintest idea that he is naturally 


good, he does not know himself. We read or hear of 
an atrocious crime or loathsome act, and complacently 
say, “I could never have done such a thing.” That is 
nonsense. We are made of the same clay as other men. 
Given the same background, education, environment and 
circumstances, we could be as low, as murderous, as dis- 
honest, as vile as the worst. “I never heard of a crime,” 
said the calm and dispassionate Emerson, “which I might 
not have committed myself.” One of the old Puritan 
divines, seeing a criminal led away to execution, remarked 
thoughtfully, “There, but for the grace of God, go I.” 
And Paul, the chief of the apostles, acknowledged, “By 
the grace of God I am what I am” (I Cor. 15: 10). 

It is by the grace or mercy of God that we have had 
such rare advantages and opportunities, that the eyes of 
our understanding have been opened to see the cheapness 
of the temporal and the real worth of eternal things, that 
our feet have been set in the narrow way that leads from 
the level of the beasts to the nature of angels. It is by 
the grace of God that we have cultivated new desires, new 
hopes, new aspirations, that we have learned the glory 
and satisfaction of self-denial and self-renunciation, that 
at last we know how to live and why we live. And even 
yet we could lose this war. “Let him that thinketh he 
standeth take heed lest he fall.” 

Even after overcoming half, or three-fourths, or nine- 
tenths of the evils of our nature, it is never safe to think 
that we are safely on the way, the triumph only a matter 
of time. We could lose this war, even in sight of victory. 
All we have to do is to relax, and the force of gravitation 
takes care of the rest. 


David and Goliath as Right vs. Wrong 


To us, as Christians, the account of David slaying 
Goliath means a great deal more than merely a thrilling 
episode in the history of the Israelites during the early 
years of their experiment as a kingdom. It marks a tri- 
umph by the powers of right over the forces of evil in a 
struggle that is just as real, and just as much a part of 
our lives today, as it was of the lives of the people living 
twenty-seven centuries ago. The Goliath always is with 
us, and his mastery always a problem. 

The enemies of righteousness in our individual life may 
be even harder to fight than the champion of the Philis- 
tines, for whereas Goliath came out in the open to make 
his challenge to the armies of Israel, our enemy, evil 
desires, often works subtly and under cover, trying to 
hide his true identity and minimize his ability to drag us 
back into evil and defeat us. 

Goliath defied Israel and challenged the God who 
championed their cause. He was a giant in stature with a 
long and imvressive ancestry behind him, and so thought 
people should be afraid of him. Sin also is a giant, and is 
backed up by at least two hundred generations of people 
who have defied God and righteousness, and who have 
said to God, “Depart from us; for we desire not the 
knowledge of thy ways” (Job 21:14). This giant, sin, 
also expects—and too often gets—recognition. Building 
on the precedent of his long—if shady—past record, he 
strives to awe us with his importance and stature. 

King Saul and the Israelites lacked faith; they seemed 
to have forgotten the power of the eternal God. They 
certainly were familiar with the conquering of the seven 
nations in the land of Canaan under Joshua; with the 
victory of Deborah and Barak, and the fate of Sisera, the 
captain of the armies of the Canaanites; of how God had 

(Continued on page 9) 
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We Will Praise Thee 


Great Jehovah! we will praise Thee, 
Earth and heaven Thy will obey; 

Suns and systems move obedient 
To Thy universal sway. 


Deep and awiful are Thy counsels; 
High and glorious is Thy throne; 

Reigning o’er Thy vast dominion, 
Thou art God, and Thou alone. 


In Thy wondrous condescension 
Thou hast stooped to raise our race; 
Thou hast given us a Saviour, 
Full of goodness and of grace. 


God of Power—we bow before Thee; 
God of Wisdom—Thee we praise; 
God of love—so kind and tender, 
We would praise Thee all our days. 


Praise to Thee—our loving Father; 
Praise to Thee—Thou blessed Son; 

Praise to Thee—Almighty Spirit; 
Praise to Thee—Thou Holy One. 





Hell-- a False Conception 


¢4 MAN who is a Christian from fear of a burning 

hell is no Christian at all; he is not worth a rush, 
for there is no principle in him,” said one of our teachers. 
The only thing in the world that keeps this wicked and 
unscriptural doctrine in existence is the fact that it 
furnishes a very convenient weapon with which to 
frighten people into religion. Such sensationalists find 
it of immense value. There are persons who will lift 
their hands in horror, thinking that if hell were taken 
away, there would be no religion left and all would go 
rampant into evil. They are not aware that the goodness 
of God leads men to repentance. 

Do we not read that God is more willing to give good 
gifts to His children than we are to ours? And yet He is 
charged with such fiendishness of purpose as to torment 
His creatures through eternity. A God capable of inventing 
such a place as the usual conception of hell, to which the 
vast majority of mankind would be consigned, could be 
nothing less than an archfiend. Of all the awful, horrible 
imaginations of which the human mind is capable, this 
idea of a burning, boiling hell, where throughout the 
never-ending ages of eternity millions and billions of 
human beings are to be tormented in burning, unspeakable 
agony, is truly the masterpiece and climax. How people 
could ever have invented and believed such a thing of an 
all-wise, kind, loving and compassionate God is indeed 
a marvel, when there is absolutely no foundation for it 
whatever in the book of all books, the Bible. The Lord has 
placed before mankind life and death, two opposites, not 
life in happiness on the one hand and life in misery 
on the other, but life and death. The narrow way leads 
to life, and the broad way leads to death, the second 
death, from which there is no reprieve. “The wages of 
sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life.” The dura- 
tion of the punishment of the wicked is eternal, but its 
nature is destruction, annihilation. 


Religion in Action 

“Act on the Word” wrote the apostle James to his 
brethren, “not merely listen to it.” 

Are we his brethren? Then that message was written 
to us. Do we vocally bless the message as expounded for 
us on Sunday, and fail to meet the tests of week-day 
service? 

Remember this lesson of the Scottish woman who said 
to her pastor, “That was a grand sermon you preached 
last Sunday at the kirk.” 

Testing her memory, he asked, “And what was the 
text?” 

“Ah, pastor,” she replied, “I do not know the text or the 


words. But I came home and took the false bottom out 
cf my peck measure.” 


Let us likewise act on the Word. 
— 
ON GUARD 


(Poem over six hundred years old.) 


Guard, my child, thy tongue, 
That it speak no wrong: 

Let no evil word pass o'er it; 

Set the watch of truth before it, 
That it speak no wrong; 
Guard, my child, thy tongue. 
Guard, my child, thine eyes; 
Prying is not wise: 

Let them look on what is right, 

From all evil turn their sight. 
Prying is not wise: 

Guard, my child, thine eyes. 


Guard, my child, thine ear; 
Wicked words will sear: 
Let no evil word come in, 
That may cause thy soul to sin; 
Wicked words will sear: 
Guard, my child, thine ear. 


* * * * a 


The most powerful and potent civilizing influence in 
the world is true religion. Nothing else can remelt or 
remold human nature. It calls for a life-long war with the 
beast and the savage in us, such a war as few care to 
begin and fewer finish victoriously. The Way of Christ 
calls for a degree of discipline undreamed of by—and 
abhorrent to—the untamed mind, which can never know 
the glory of liberation from the crushing, killing weight 
of the past with its superstitions, its hates and jealousies, 
its lust and greed and selfishness. The emergence of hu- 
man intelligence from seeming chaos is one of the miracles 
of nature, inexplicable and impossible except as the act 
of God; but the attainment of the Divine nature by so 
unlikely a creature as man is a greater miracle. Cold 
logic would insist that it cannot be done; the handicap is 
too great: but the Plan of the Ages laughs in the face of 
such logic. It has been done. The Word of God cites case- 
history after case-history proving that it can be done. In 
our own generation we have known and been associated 
with perfect men and women—overcomers. To say that 
we cannot rise to the heights is as utter nonsense as to 
say that we cannot sink to the depths. Faith can be 
stronger than flesh, if we make it so. 





8 MEGIDDO 





MESSAGE 





The Secret of Youth 


RULY, the greatest thing in life is the power to 
grow! Surely, God who endowed His creatures with 
life intended them thus to do, for the implanting of seed, 
sprout and growth, is the program with plant and tree, 
beast and humankind alike. We see a little shoot growing 
and spreading each year till it comes to a full-grown tree. 
As long as the sap flows and disease is kept in abeyance, 
the tree flourishes; but should it grow to maturity, by and 
by it will age and become susceptible to disease, until at 
last the life-giving sap ceases and the tree withers and 
dies. 

One of the most common traits of our countrymen is 
the desire to appear and feel younger than they really 
are. It is generally believed that by giving due consider- 
ation to the rules of health, exercise and diet, the desired 
result can be brought about. However, to base the foun- 
dation for abundant health on these factors alone is to 
exhibit a gross misunderstanding. Modern psychiatry has 
shown that the ability to appear young is, to a large 
extent, tied in with the mental outlook. Glowing health 
cannot exist in the presence of a negative mental attitude. 
We build as we think, Our lives follow our thoughts. “As 
he thinketh in his heart, so is he” (Prov. 23:7). Like- 
wise, to look young, to be robust and full of the zest of 
spiritual life, we must grow mentally, and continue grow- 
ing, never allowing a cessation of our growth. 

It is said of Jesus that He “increased in wisdom and 
stature, and in favor with God and man” (Luke 2: 52). 
This was for the “joy that was set before Him.” The 
dismal thoughts of decay and death did not enter into the 
pattern of His life. His world extended beyond the pres- 
ent, fleeting things, to a glorious future, and His mental 
attitude impelled Him forward to perpetual youth and 
vigor. 

On the long—yet short—road to life, our physical 
bodies develop by processes and under circumstances 
which in themselves tend to take us downhill to the place 
of no-growth. In the same manner jealousy, intolerance, 
and self-indulgence make inroads into our growth unto 
holiness, leading to poor health which prematurely robs 
us of the vitality of youth. Our dwarfed ideals limit our 
achievements, making our lives lean, pinched and poor. 
Suspicion and selfishness etch lines of discontent upon 
our faces. Sin causes us to hang our heads like a “bul. 
rush,” and the show of our countenance doth witness 
against us. The Mirror of Truth reflects the unhealthy 
visage which our sluggish minds have wrought. It mani- 
fests that the product of evil can act as a boomerang that 
eventually takes the spiritual life. The world to come is 
styled for the young in mind. Do not allow rigor mortis 
to step in and destroy your youth. 

Do you want to know how to keep young? Then grow! 
Grow by thinking right, believing right, and acting right. 
Think creatively. Say to yourself, “I will build a character 
of knowledge, temperance, patience, godliness, brotherly 
kindness and love” (II Pet. 1:5, 6). Believe hopefully. 
Say to yourself, “That being justified by His grace, 
we should be made heirs according to the hope of eternal 
life.” Forward! Perpetual youth lies just ahead! Act con- 
structively. 


“Keep the lips from evil stain, 

Pure and true and clean. 

Keep the soul, the heart, the brain, 
Noble and serene.” 


“They that wait upon the Lord shall renew their 
strength, they shail mount up with wings [power] as 
eagles; they shall run and not be weary, they shall walk 
and not faint” (Isa, 40:31). This is a good time that is 
surely coming. We shall share in it or not as the result of 
our efforts. We have the power to progress to a world in 
wh'ch we shall never grow old. 

“If this home we would see, 
We from sin must be free; 
We must bring every thought in control. 
Our minds must expand 
With thoughts noble, and grand. 
Then we’ll garner fine wheat 
In this glorious retreat— 
In the home where we'll never grow old.” 


Genuine or Otherwise 


WELL-KNOWN saying, states, “character is what 

we are, while reputation is what people think we 
are.” Reputation needs only a favorable outward appear- 
ance which is easily assumed, while the development of 
character requires an endless amount of forethought in 
the selection of good intentions, right motives, self-con- 
trol and ideals which only divine wisdom can inspire. 

Jesus was an example of character; while the high 
priest who plotted His death was an example of repu- 
tation. If we choose to adorn ourselves with reputation 
only, God will have no use for us; for we will then be 
more interested in appearing right before men than in 
being right with Him. On the other hand, if we decide to 
make character our choice we will have to rise far above 
what man calls good; for God tells us His thoughts and 
ways are as far above our thoughts and ways as the heav- 
ens are above the earth. 

For our portion we will have to adopt a self-denial the 
world both scorn and deride. What need have they for 
self-denial—they who have chosen to gratify the animal 
nature, the flesh with its lusts and desires? We will have 
to do as did the great Apostle to us Gentiles, who said, 
“T therefore so run, not as uncertainly ; so fight I, not as one 
that beateth the air: but I keep under my body, and 
bring it into subjection: lest that by any means, when I 
have preached to others, I myself should be a castaway.” 

Jesus could say, “I do always those things which please 
the Father.” And His beloved Apostle exhorted, “Copy me 
as I copy Christ.” In the great day of Final Account, 
when life’s inner aims and motives are revealed, we shall 
appear as We are and not as others may have thought 
We were. 

Appearance or reputation will mean nothing, for the 
great Judge will be able to tell the genuine from the 
counterfeit. We need to spend more time probing our- 
selves, and less time analyzing others, for we ourselves 
will by own conduct open or bar the gate to our eternal life. 





We never outgrow the need of watchfulness till we come to 
the stature of the fullness of Christ. 
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David and Goliath 


(Continued from page 6) 
delivered the host of Midian into the hand of Gideon 
and his three hundred picked men. Could they have for- 
gotten Jepthah who delivered Israel from a vastly superior 
force of Ammonites? 

Forgetting is a human weakness, a tendency that we 
ourselves must guard against constantly, lest in the hour 
of trial we too forget that the eternal God is as powerful 
today as in the days of yore. The flesh may be strong, 
the desire to give way to temptation may seem to over- 
power our best efforts to thwart the giant; but let us 
never surrender, or cry out as if horror-stricken, “The 
work cannot be done, the flesh cannot be conquered!” 
The gospel still is “the power of God unto salvation,” 
and His guardian angels still encamp about us if we are 
earnestly striving to transform our lives. They will stand 
faithfully by while we make the change from the filthy 
raiment to the garments of holiness. 

To the armies of Israel the giant seemed an unbeatable 
foe, and so he was as long as no one dared go boldly out 
and face him; but he did not last long after David bravely 
accepted his challenge. Yet David’s success was not acci- 
dental, nor his courageous step taken without due pre- 
paration. God helps those who help themselves. David 
had spent hours on end practicing with sling and stone, 
till he had become most expert. 

Likewise the most formidable foe in our lives can be 
conquered, but not without action, without prayerful and 
earnest preparation, and much application. “Keep the 
munition, watch the way, make thy loins strong, fortify 
thy power mightily,” is the success-formula given by the 
astute prophet, Nahum (2:1). Whatever our giants, 
whether anger, pride, deceit, self-esteem, unbelief, or the 
unruly tongue, if we persistently fortify against them, 
as certainly as David was able to strike down Goliath 
with a smooth pebble accurately shot from his sling, so 
surely one by one these clinging evils can be banished 
from our lives. 

David demonstrated his caution in making certain his 
enemy was dead. Although he was down he might not be 
out; he might suddenly revive; so David lost no time in 
completely severing his head. As a safety measure, this 
same realistic approach must be applied to our spiritual 
life. 

Let us never be too sure of ourselves, never forget that 
the boastful Goliaths, the foes of the army of God must 
be slain and beheaded; never discount the recuperative 
abilities of our arch enemy, flesh. It is the prayerful 
Davids who, in the strength of Jehovah, go forth con- 
quering and to conquer. 

Goliath thought himself so well protected with his 
armor that no weapon available to the enemy could harm 
him; but the final showdown proved his false security. 
One vital spot—the forehead—was left unprotected, and 
at this point the stone from David’s sling did its deadly 
work. As soldiers of the Eternal we too must be especially 
careful of our armor. Unless wearing the whole armor 
of God we are certain to be defeated. Every piece of this 
armor must be kept in position at all times: truth to gird 
our loins, righteousness as our breastplate, the gospel as 
a protection for our feet, faith as our shield, the hope of 


salvation as our helmet, and Word of God as our mighty 
sword. 

David knew that the head was the one spot where a 
flying missile could do the most harm, and so today the 
darts of the evil one enter by way of the intellect. The 
first of the thirteen evils enumerated by the Great Teacher 
is “evil thoughts.” And Paul wrote to the Corinthians: 
“T fear, lest as the serpent beguiled Eve through his sub- 
tlety, so your minds should be corrupted from the sim- 
plicity that is in Christ Jesus” (II Cor. 11:38). 

Among these corrupting influences are thoughts of 
despair, of discouragement; sensual thoughts, memories 
of our former life, thoughts of self-pity; that feeling of 
self-importance. We may think we are denied pleasures 
that we should be permitted to have, may feel our work 
in not appreciated, that the sacrifices we have made for 
the Cause of Christ do not bring us the recognition they 
should. Then there are thoughts of envy, of jealousy, 
malice and hatred. Every entrance to our mind must be 
fortified or our enemy, self, will defeat us. 

Goliath repeated his challenge daily for forty days, 
likewise the same temptations may confront us times 
without number. But if we always resist them, fortify 
mightily against them, never forgetting to pray, but 
earnestly imploring our heavenly Father for strength 
to overcome, victory shall be ours. 

Israel’s shouts of triumph at the death of Goliath made 
the heavens ring, but their rejoicing was slight indeed 
compared with that which can be ours, if at Judgment 
Day it is revealed that we have fought sin to a finish; 
that we succeeded, not only in knocking the giant flesh 
senseless, but severed his head completely. Then a great 
multitude of the heavenly hosts, as the voice of many 
waters and as the sound of mighty thunderings, shall 
celebrate that auspicious event with the happy announce- 
ment: “Let us be glad and rejoice and give honor to him, 


for the marriage of the Lamb is come and his wife hath 
made herself ready.” 


The Narrow Path 


There’s a secret path that’s hidden from the light of day, 
Winding through the tangled trees along the wooded way 
Dark it is, and hard to find; an unfrequented track. 

Some there are that follow it, and some, dismayed, turn 


back. 


There are snares for stumbling feet, spikes of cruel thorns. 

If you dare to venture, you'll be pierced and stung and 
torn. 

But you'll be rewarded if you reach the pathway’s end. 

Beyond the darkest place it takes a sudden turn; a bend 


Leads you out upon a hill that seems to sweep the skies. 
You will stand enchanted at the scene before your eyes: 
Golden fields and purple vales, horizens hazy blue, 
Loveliness that brings a throb into the heart of you. 


There’s a secret path through life; but few have found 
the way, 

The good way the Master went. Our footsteps go astray. 

All who dare to take the risk may follow where He trod, 

And seek along the secret path the beauty that is God. 





—\ 
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“Watch ye, stand fast in the faith, quit you like men, be 
strong. Let all your things be done with charity” (I Corin- 
thians 16: 13, 14). 


“A little sermon in a nutshell”—is what someone called 
these two, short verses, and we definitely agree. Within 
Paul’s admonitory letters it is difficult to find more ex- 
hortation condensed in so few words. 

Paul was an illustrious champion in proclaiming the 
Gospel to the nations. Next to bringing his own life into 
subjection to the law of Christ (I Cor. 9: 27) he worked 
unceasingly to enlighten the minds of the darkened world. 
As a speaker he was influential, and everywhere he went 
he persuaded some to believe his message. But upon de- 
parting to other cities he did not forget the believers he 
left behind. Often he sent some of his fellow workers to 
visit and encourage them, and to bring him word of their 
welfare. His letters which he sent to the young churches 
were a stimulant to them, as indeed they are to present- 
day believers in the Gospel. 

The external elements of our lives are not vastly dif- 
ferent from that of the early Christians. They, too, were 
surrounded by similar existing circumstances. Business, 
pleasures, the cares of life, immorality, corruption in 
politics, were some of the things they had to contend with 
as do we today. They had also physical persecution which 
we do not experience, yet no mention is made of it as 
something they dreaded. The inward problems are iden- 
tical. Human nature has not changed. James wrote of 
Elias (James 5:17) who was subject to like passions as 
they were, and it is safe to affirm that we are the same. 

The necessity of watchfulness cannot be overstressed. 
So numerous are the allurements of the world that con- 
stant vigil is needful. Jesus warned His followers about 
the cares of this life, the temptations, the desire for 
worldly praise, which are some of the evils that lead men 
downward. Often when Jesus commanded His followers 
to watch, He told them prayer should accompany watch- 
ing. The reason is obvious, for with heartfelt and sincere 
prayer a true knowledge of self is more certain to be the 
result. Then, knowing our weaknesses, we can be watch- 
ful on those points above all else. For, after all, victory 
over sin, as any battle, depends to a great extent on the 
knowledge of the enemy’s strength. 

Firmness in the faith is another admonition. The work 
of being true to one’s convictions is one that is accom- 
plished only after years of diligent practice. In Paul’s 
letter to Titus (2:7, 8) we get a glimpse of what this 
means. “In all things showing thyself a pattern of good 
works; in doctrine showing uncorruptness, gravity, sin- 
cerity, sound speech, that cannot be condemned; that he 
that is of the contrary part may be ashamed, having no 
evil thing to say of you.” To show a good example, to be 
grave, sincere, to possess sound speech so no one can 
justly accuse us of wrongdoing, is a lofty and radiant 
plane of achievement. 

We may all have noticed in everyday life that the most 
damaging friend a cause can have is a weak or ill-informed 
advocate. (This cause may well be the one which we pro- 


fess to uphold, the cause of Christ.) Such a friend merely 
weakens the cause he advocates if, while presenting the 
noble qualities thereof, he fails to demonstrate by a good 
life the benefits of it. Strictly speaking, if we are forward 
to preach and do not live up to what we preach, we are 
weakening that which we try to uphold. It is then that 
our enemies can find fault, for while they may be unable 
to attack the cause itself, yet because of our failure to 
practice what we teach, the cause is discredited. 

This brings us to the next admonition: “quit you like 
men.” The word “quit” in this connection is the archaic 
form and carries a different meaning than is attributed 
to it in modern usage. It means to conduct; to acquit; 
used reflexively. The newer translations of the Bible ren- 
der this phrase: “Be men”; “play the man”; “do man- 
fully”; “act like men”; “acquit yourselves like men.” 
Jesus expressed the same thought: “Let your loins be 
girded about, and your lights burning; and ye yourselves 
like unto men that wait for their lord, when he will return 
for the wedding; that when he cometh and knocketh, they 
may open unto him immediately” (Luke 12: 35). 

A man, by Christian standards, is one who has trained 
his body and his passions to be the servants of his will; 
who loves truth and hates the wrong; who loves to do 
good, and respects others as himself. It is to live up to the 
best we know; to carry on in the path of duty though 
there be never a word of praise from a living soul; to 
motivate our lives by the principle: ‘““Whosoever shall be 
chief among you, let him be your servant.” Perhaps the 
greatest revelation of our manhood is the kind of per- 
formance we put on when we are criticized—justly or 
unjustly. 

The possession of a strong, godly character is a noble 
virtue. It shows that such an individual is rooted and 
grounded in the faith. He is not driven about by every 
wind of doctrine. He is not attempting to serve two mas- 
ters. His eye is single; his purpose is firm and deter- 
mined, with his thoughts fixed on God and His reward. 
Furthermore, he is ready to endure hardness as a good 
soldier of Jesus Christ; to wrestle with temptation, and 
wait patiently for the coming of the Lord. Can we expect 
to merit the favor of God unless we are strong and coura- 
geous like the faithful of old? 

The word “charity,” or “love,” in Bible usage is far- 
reaching. It goes beyond the modern meaning of alms- 
giving. As John declared (I John 5:3) it is the keeping 
of the commandments, without which, though one should 
give all his goods to feed the poor, and his body to be 
burned, it would profit him nothing (I Cor. 13:3). In 
our text it includes all previous admonitions and sum- 
marizes the whole with a grand climax. 

While primarily a man’s duty is to look to himself; to 
see that the “beam” is not in his own eye; to keep him- 
self unspotted from the world; his life as a Christian 
would not be complete or perfect without performing his 
duty to his fellow man. Every good act we do for the 
cause of the Gospel, because God commands it, is charity. 

n exhortation of our fellow workers to virtuous deeds 
is superior to almsgiving. To direct a wanderer from the 
precepts of God to the right road; to lead the spiritually 
blind; to remove the stumblingstones, thorns, and other 
obstructions from a brother’s road; to give the water of 
life to the thirsty, all are acts of charity. These and num- 
srous other like deeds compose the vital element of a 
Christian’s life—charity—which was essential in every 
dispensation. 





Questions and Answers 


“When a born-again Christian is relieved of the burden of 
the flesh, does his spirit go direct to be with the Lord?” 


No. We do not go immediately at death to be with the 
Lord. This question, covering the progress of a human 
being from an unregenerated soul, through death, to his 
final reward at Jesus’ right hand, reflects the thinking 
of Fundamental Christianity. Frankly, we do not believe 
that the Bible teaches any such program. In II Tim. 4:3, 
4 the apostle Paul foretells that in these last days men 
will not “endure sound doctrine; but after their own 
lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having 
itching ears; and they shall turn away their ears from the 
truth, and shall be turned unto fables.” The idea of going 
immediately to our reward at death is one of those fables. 

The Bible plan is: first a knowledge of the way of 
life, acceptance, then working out our salvation with fear 
and trembling (Phil. 2:12), then the sleep of death— 
except for those who shall be alive when Christ returns— 
the Judgment, and receiving the reward. In this way we 
get to be with Jesus. Many of the religious beliefs held 
by people today are wholly without Scriptural support, 
thus are only fables, borrowed from pagan sources, and 
contrary to the plain teachings of the Bible. 

“A born-again Christian” infers the popular conception 
of the result of baptism, revival conversion, etc., etc. It 
it supposed that such a person no longer can sin, but is 
saved for time and eternity. But that is not true. We all 
are subject to temptation as long as our mortal life lasts. 
Paul, who was a much greater and stronger man, morally, 
than any of us, said: “I keep under my body, and bring 
it into subjection: lest that by any means, when I have 
preached to others, I myself should be a castaway” (I 
Cor. 9: 27). He reveals in this way that he was not yet 
saved, not yet beyond sinning. It is for us to work out 
our own salvation with fear and trembling (Phil. 2:12), 
make ourselves worthy of salvation, then after Judgment 
we will be born again, born into immortal life. 

Jesus’ words to Nicodemus about being born again, 
refer especially to the time when worthy Christians will 
have their vile bodies changed, be “made like unto the 
angels,” so they can come and go with the freedom of 
the wind, and not to a change of heart at conversion. An 
honest appraisal of Jesus’ words will prove this. He said: 
“That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which 
is born of the Spirit is spirit. .. The wind bloweth where 
it listeth, and thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst 
not tell whence it cometh or whither it goeth: so is every 
one that is born of the Spirit.” This text often is quoted, 
“so is the Spirit,” inferring that the Spirit of God comes 
to the converted individual in a mysterious way. But that 
is not the way the text reads. It reads, “so is every one 
that is born of the Spirit,’ or that receives the prize of 
immortal life. 

We repeat the question: “When a born-again Christian 
is relieved of the burden of the flesh, does his spirit go 
direct to be with the Lord?” To speak of “being relieved 
of the burden of the flesh” is unrealistic. The flesh or life 
is not usually a burden, and seldom do we want to be 
relieved of it. No, the Bible does not teach that anything 
leaves the body at death and goes to be with the Lord, 
continuing to live on in some heavenly sphere. 

On the contrary the Bible teaches the dead know not 
anything, that thought ceases with the cessation of life, 
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that the dead sleep until the resurrection. Psalm 146: 3, 
4 reads: “Put not your trust in princes, nor in the son 
of man in whom there is no help. His breath goeth forth, 
he returneth to his earth, in that very day his thoughts 
perish.” (All that leaves the body is the breath.) Also 
Eccl. 9:5, “The living know that they shall die, but the 
dead know not anything.” 

Quite often such texts as Eccl. 12:7 are brought up, 
to prove that the intelligence survives the death of the 
body. But let us see, “Then shall the dust return to the 
earth as it was: and the spirit shall return unto God who 
gave it.” And the usual conception of “spirit” is the 
intellectual part of man. But if that be true God would 
contradict what He just said in chap. 9, “the dead know 
not anything.” 

The Hebrew word translated “spirit” means “breath, 
the breath of life.” For example, Job 27: 1: “All the while 
my breath is in me, and the spirit of God is in my 
nostrils.” We have now located the position of the spirit, 
it is in the nostrils. The marginal reference in the A. V. 
gives the word “breath,” for “spirit.” It also is rendered 
the same in James 2: 26, “For as the body without the 
spirit [or breath] is dead, so faith without works is dead 
also.” The Greek word has the same meaning as the 
Hebrew. It is translated “breath” in both of these texts 
in the newer versions. 

The Bible hope of future life rests upon the resur- 
rection of the body, and in bodily form, and with the 
same identity as it had when it died. We shall know as we 
are known (I Cor. 13:12). The Patriarch Job said: “I 
know that my Redeemer liveth, and that he shall stand at 
the latter day upon the earth: and though after my skin 
worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall I see God” 
(19: 25, 26). 

I Corinthians 15 is definite on the resurrection of the 
dead. “But if there be no resurrection of the dead, then 
is Christ not risen: and if Christ be not risen, then is our 
preaching vain, and your faith is also vain . . . Then 
they also which are fallen asleep in Christ are perished 
. .. But now is Christ risen from the dead, and become 
the firstfruits of them that slept ... But every man in 
his own order: Christ the firstfruits; afterward they 
that are Christ’s at his coming” (vs. 13, 14, 18, 20, 23). 

All hope of future life depends upon a resurrection. 

We read in I Thess. 4: 16, “For the Lord himself shall 
descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the 
archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in 
Christ shall rise.” We do not now possess immortality. 
This “corruptible must put on incorruption, and this 
mortal must put on immortality. So when this corruptible 
shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have 
put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the 
saying that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory” 
(I Cor. 15: 53, 54). 

We do not get immortality at death but must wait for 
Christ at His coming to bring it to us. “Behold, I come 
quickly, and my reward is with me, to give every man 
according as his work shall be” (Rev. 22:12). 

Let us repeat again the Bible program: Christ is to 
return to earth in person. The sleeping dead shall rise; 
they, with the living, will be judged, and if found worthy 
of eternal life they will be given immortality. Then truly 
“born-again Christians” will get to be with the Lord. 
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Go Forward 
Exodus 14: 15 


“Go forward” with the Lord Himself; His Word shall guide thy way. 
He is thy Lord, He is thy Song, He is thy Strength and Stay; 
He is thy Life, thy Light and Love; He is thy Sun and Shield; 


He is, and that’s enough for Faith, to Him then always yield. 


“Go forward,” for the foe’s behind and all around is sin; 








Before thee lies the blocking sea, go on and thou shalt win. 





The foe is strong, but stronger He who bids thee onward go; 





And since the Lord is on thy side thou need’st not fear the foe. 


“Go forward,” then, His Song you'll sing, of triumphs He hath wrought; 
The Lord, He is a “Man of War,” beyond the puny thought. 
Go on, He'll conquer every foe and bring thee through the sea; 


And thou shalt sing His song of might, and happy thou shalt be. 


ee ee 
a 


“Go forward”’—find the Tree of Life which sweetens Marah’s spring; 
rhe wells of Elim, too, are found, and rest which toil doth bring; 
The manna, too, is in the fore, the Bread of Life which feeds; 


And smitten Rock with water sweet, which meets all human needs. 


“Go forward” with the man of God, for Amalek’s before, 

But with the Banner of the Lord He'll surely make thee score. 
Go on! gain New Jerusalem, for there His Word is found, 

The Law to rule thy heart and life, upon Redemption’s ground. 


“Go forward” when the night is dark, the Light will onward guide; 
“Go forward” when the mists are thick; thou canst in Christ confide. 
The path is rough, the way is long, but He will always care; 

He'll hold thee with His own right hand, His glory thou shalt share. 


“Go forward” to the Promised Land. He'll roll back Jordan’s wave; 
Thy loving Captain leads thee on, and He is strong to save. 
The milk of love, the wine of joy, and corn to make thee strong, 


And honey’s Word of Promise sweet, in Christ to thee belong. 


“Go forward”; let no ill betide to hinder in the way; 

He will be with thee all the while you work and watch and pray. 

The goal of glory in the fore shines clear with luster bright, 

For Christ is coming very soon, and thou shalt see the sight. 
—Sel. and Alt. 
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